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In an unprecedented move, the Honduran military leadership voted on March 12 to voluntarily
relinquish control of the secret police (Direccion Nacional de Investigaciones, DNI). The DNI a
division of the police (Fuerza de Seguridad Publica, FUSEP) which is in turn one of the armed
forces' four service branches has been at the center of a month-long controversy over human rights
abuses and military impunity (for most recent previous coverage see CAU 03/12/93). Human rights
advocates and diverse political sectors have hailed the decision to turn the DNI over to civilians as
a major advance in the democratization and demilitarization of Honduras. For the past 30 years,
the DNI has remained entrenched as a stronghold of the miliary, with its agents widely seen as
"untouchable." The decision to relinquish control over the DNI was made during a March 12
meeting of the Consejo Superior de las Fuerzas Armadas (COSUFA), the military's highest decisionmaking body comprised of about 60 senior officers. The COSUFA decision calls on armed forces
chief Gen. Luis Alonso Discua to work with the legislature in order to reform article 164 of the
armed forces organic law (Ley Constitutiva), eliminating that part of the article which defines the
DNI as a division of FUSEP. The DNI would then be placed at the disposition of President Rafael
Callejas, who as head of state holds the title of general commander of the armed forces. COSUFA's
decision came just two days after a special commission, appointed by President Rafael Callejas,
recommended that the DNI be temporarily placed under control of three-member board (see CAU
03/12/93). COSUFA announced that the armed forces leadership would back the commission's
recommendations. Meanwhile, in a March 15 press conference, Callejas announced that he had
decided to accept the commission's recommendations. Callejas said the board (Junta Interventora)
would be comprised of two civilians former labor minister Rodolfo Rosales and former Christian
Democrat Party deputy Alfredo Landaverde and one military officer, Lt. Col. Heliodoro Zamora.
The board's first task will be to carry out a purge of DNI personnel involved in human rights abuses,
corruption, or drug trafficking. Callejas added that three foreign advisers one from Mexico, one from
the Spanish Civil Guard, and one from Chile's Carabineros will work closely with the board. In a
related development, on March 17 a judge in El Progreso, Yoro department, issued arrest warrants
for two DNI officials accused in February by DNI deserter Josue Zuniga of killing three suspected
drug traffickers. The two Captain Napoleon Mendieta and Lt. Jose Berrios, DNI narcotics bureau
chief and homicide bureau chief in San Pedro Sula, respectively entered pleas of not guilty in the
killings of Gerson Rodas, Jesus Tabora and Norberto Vega. The judge ruled, however, that there was
sufficient evidence implicating the two to order the arrests. As with other DNI agents implicated
by Zuniga's testimony, Mendieta and Berrios are being detained at a San Pedro Sula military base.
To date, the Honduran military has never allowed active duty armed forces personnel to be tried in
civilian courts. (Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 03/12/93,
03/15/93, 03/16/93; Agence France-Presse, 03/12/93, 03/15/93, 03/17/93)
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